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A Memoir

Raceand Revolutionin Castro’sCuba

PRECIS
By MargaretBUSBY"

Pichért is a rare kind of book: a remarkable true story that is at once “a good read”, engaging and
unpredictable as the best fiction, and at the same time a compelling firsthand accountof some of the most
pivotal momentsof twentiethcenturypolitics. Carlos Moore, a nowwell knownblack Cubanethnologistand
activist, writes with absolute honesty, humor and often startling intimacy about the personal, social and
historical episodes that have shaped him and taken him on an almost incredible life jourmey. Dealing with
universal questionsof identity andbelonging in a way thatis constantly uplifting, Pichonspeakspoignantly
of thatuniquestateof estrangement- fromone’s ownland, from others,and ultimately from oneself

Borm in Cubain 1942, of Englishsspeaking West Indian parentage - qualifying him to be tagged a
pichén the ultraderogatory term for foreign Blacks — Moore describes in vivid detail a poverty-stricken
childhoodsteepedin social exclusion, racial self-hatredandmatemalabuse, yet not withoutunexpected shafts
of pleasure, inspirationand enlightenment. The Cubaof Moore’s youthis anincontrovertibly racistsociety of
theold plantationtype, againstwhichherebelsfromanearly age.

He is tenwhen Cubaentersthe period of chacsandbloody conflict thatmarkedthe ingloriousdemise
of the Batistaregime and the rise of a new volcanicleader: Fidel Castro. Whenin 1958, at the heightof the
civil war between Castro and dictator Batista, Carlos leaves the island with his father and two of his five
siblings to live in the United States of America, he truly believes he has reached a promised land that
representseverythinglackingin the small rural sugarmill townhe hadknownsincebirth.

In America, the teenaged Carlos faces new and sometimes dangerouschallenges. Pichénchronicles
the developmentof his political consciousness, indelibly shaped by ideas of the Left as well as by the US
Civil Rights movementand the decolonization of Africa in the early 1960s, but most significantly by the
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*> Extremely offensive, derogatory term used by Cubans, Black and White, to designate the offspring of
Haitians and West Indian Blacks. The term itself literally means: fledglings (offspring) of “Black
buzzards.”



timely mentorshipof a hostof black radicals, suchas the writer/performer Maya Angelou and the musicians
Max RoachandAbbey Lincoln.

As his black consciousness grows, he becomes an activist and Harlem streetcomer speaker. In
particular, his supportfor the Congo and Patrice Lumumbalead him to participatein a daring but doomed
plotto securethe Africanleader’s releasefrom prisonby targeting the Belgian Missionto the United Nations.
For the next quartercentury, he would be on the FBI list of foreigners considered a threat to America’s
nationalsecurity.

Hisretumto Cubain 1961is fraughtwith disappointment,as the fact soondawnson him thatskincolor
still determinesone’s treatmentin revolutionary Cuba. His questto makehis misgivingsknownat the highest
level, naming officials guilty of racismand discrimination, leads to three weeks’ imprisonmentas a counter-
revolutionary. Monthslater, after a face-to-face confrontationwith Castro on the sameissue, he is sentto a
hardlaborcampdeepin the countryside, to be rehabilitated throughwork andre-education.

In November 1963, he takesrefuge inside the embassyof the Republic of Guineaandleaves Cuba.
Thus begins an exile that will last thirtyfour years, spentin Europe (France), Africa, (Egypt, Nigeria,
Senegal) and in the Caribbean (Martinique, Guadeloupe and Trinidad). Officially and permanently
banished from his country, Carlos lives in constantfear for his life, harassedby the Cubanregime for
speakingoutagainstthe misguidedracial policies implementedby Castro’s government(repressionof the
Afro-Cubanreligious cults, banning of all social and political Black organizations, pitiless jailing and
crushing of proNégritude scholars, intellectuals and Black dissenters). He depicts with frank self-
awarenessthe hardshipandresistanceof anitinerantlife cutfrom the clothof exile — at home, abroadand

Carlos Moore’s life bearswitnessto the world-shaking events thatdefined muchof the secondhalf of
the twentieth century: the Cold War, the CubanRevolution, the decolonization of Africa, the emergence of
the Third World, lastly, the US Civil Rights and Black power struggles in the 60s, 70s and 80s. His life
amountsto a personalized story of all these events, with the CubanRevolution and the impactit had on the
Blackpopulationoccupyingcenterpiece.






